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SPECIAL REPORTS

East Asian Librarians' Survey Trip to China, July 1987

Since the late 1970s and early 1980s the book publishing scene in the People's Republic of China
has been changing very rapidly, in terms of the explosive growth in the number of tides published,
the improved quality of these publications, the increasing complexity of the book distribution
system, the greater availability of most published materials, and the growing difficulties in
maintaining bibliographic controls. In short, it has become increasingly difficult for scholars and
librarians in the United States to keep abreast of what is being published in China.
Many of us concerned with the development of Chinese collections in North America have felt that
we needed to know much more about this changing scene than we did, not just by travelling to
China to see individual dealers and book stores, but by maximizing the learning value of a few
weeks in China by seeing and hearing at first hand as much as possible from a variety of informed
sources and from as many of these as we could arrange to meet during a short period of time.
On the U.S. side, the leader in this initiative was James Cheng of the University of California at
Los Angeles. It was he who first made our wishes known to Mr. Lou Ming, President of the
China National Publishing Industry Trading Corporation (CNPITC), the Chinese government
agency responsible for, among other things, selling Chinese publications directly to purchasers in
the West; and it was also James who outlined a proposed itinerary of cities, institutions, and
persons in China we wished to visit. Early in 1987 official approval was given to these
proposals—that a group of American East Asian librarians should visit China to learn as much as
possible about publishing activities and book distribution, to meet with national and local
publishers, and to visit libraries, archives, and other related institutions of interest. The official
hosts for the group were to be the CNPITC and the China Society of Library Science. As it turned
out, both of these organizations did very well by our group in arranging for us to see the people
and institutions we wanted; we remain very grateful to them for their help.
The final number of those of us who were sent on this trip was eight. Each one of us was to
arrange our own travel expenses, both to and from China, and for all expenses within China itself.
The group included James Cheng, who was prevailed upon to act as leader and spokesman; C. P.
Chen and Raymond Tang, both of the University of California, Berkeley; Diane Perushek of
Princeton University; Melvin Thatcher of the Genealogical Society of Utah; Weiying Wan of the
University of Michigan; Chester Wang of the University of Wisconsin; and myself.
We arrived as a group in Beijing on July 2 and, during the next three weeks, visited eight cities:
Beijing, Tianjin, Shenyang, Shanghai, Hangzhou, Nanjing, Chengdu, and Guangzhou, from
which most of us exited to Hong Kong. At each of these cities our hosts had made local travel
arrangements and had set up for us seminars or less formal meetings with publishers, seminars
with groups of librarians (in Beijing and Shanghai), visits to national, municipal, provincial, and
university libraries, national and regional academies of social sciences, and national and local
archives—in all, twenty-one institutions.
From our interactions with the representatives of nearly 100 publishers overall (about one quarter
of the total number of publishers in China), both central government as well as regional and local
publishers, we obtained some idea of the recent publishing situation^the expansion of publishing
activity in numbers of titles published and in the variety of specialized subject categories covered,
and also the geographical dispersion of activity to regional and local publishing, the growing
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responsibility of publishers for their own financial support, the recent trend toward publishing
works in large sets, the increase in high quality reproductions, deluxe editions, and traditional
printings, the growing competition between the CNPITC head office in Beijing and its branches in
Shanghai and Hangzhou and with other book distributors, and in the midst of a bewildering
profusion of new publishing sources, the impossibility of any one book distributor in China,
including CNPITC, to service the entire range of needs of American or other foreign East Asian
libraries. From our visits to various universities, academies of social sciences, and archives, we
also learned of these institutions as important sources of publications, a great many of which were
not usually included in book dealers' lists.
With respect to central bibliographical controls, we visited instituions such as, in Beijing, die
National Library and the National Editions Library which is responsible for compiling the annual
and monthly versions of the Chinese national bibliography. From our visit to the latter institution
we gathered that as far as providing centralized and unified bibliographic control of currendy
published materials, the national bibliography was far from complete, due not only to the omission
from the bibliography of "neibu" (internal distribution only) publications, but also to the inability
of the compilers to keep track of all publications emanating from local and regional publishing
houses. We also were able to visit the Materials Center of the People's University in Beijing,
where articles in some 1,700 periodicals and 300 newspapers in the humanities and social science'shad been reprinted and indexed since 1978, the indexes being issued annually and the latest being
for 1984.
We had the opportunity of visiting four archives: the No. 1 Historical Archive in Beijing (housing
Ming and especially Qmg documents), the No. 2 Historical Archive in Nanjing (documents of the
Republican period including the Guomintang and wartime puppet governments), the Liaoning
Provincial Archive in Shenyang, and the Shanghai Municipal Archive. We were given
descriptions of the types of archival materials each archive contained and were able to ascertain the
extent to which these documents were being preserved on microfilm, especially notable at the
Liaoning archive, and the problems of making these microfilmed materials available to U.S.
libraries. In the Nanjing and Shanghai archives we were able to note the extent to which archival
documents of the Republican period were being published in book collections and in periodicals
specially issued by these institutions.
One finding of special interest was the activity and functions of the China National MiCTofilrning
Centre for Library Resources, an institution which we did not have an opportunity to visit.
Located at the old Beijing Library, the Centre was set up in 1985 by the Ministry of Culture to
coordinate and oversee the microfilming done in fifteen public libraries designated as regional
microfilming centers, including the National Library, Shanghai Library, Tianjin Library, Nanjing
Library, and the Provincial Libraries of Sichuan and Liaoning, all of which were libraries we were
able to visit during our trip. The National Microfilming Centre decides what will be filmed at each
regional center, establishes microfilming priorities (pre-1949 newspapers and serials; rare books;
and other traditional stitch-bound volumes), and sets standards of microfilming quality. Original
master negatives of all filming are kept at the Centre, and from what we were told at the regional
centers we visited, the Centre in Beijing would be willing to duplicate for sale any microfilm in its
custody; thus the Centre may be an important source for acquisitions purposes.
Our findings as summarized above represent only a sampling of what we were able to learn about
the current publishing scene and acquisitions sources in China. A report on the trip to China
prepared for the American Council of Learned Societies by James Cheng, Raymond Tang, Melvin
Thatcher, and Diane Perushek covers our findings in much greater detail.
While still in China, members of our group agreed that if Chinese publishers and book distributors
could visit academic institutions and their libraries in the United States, they would get a much
better idea of what our acquisitions needs and expectations of service were. Thus we
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recommended to the CNPITC early on that it would be to our mutual advantage if their
representatives could come to the next annual meeting of the Association for Asian Studies here in
San Francisco and, if at all possible, to visit major Chinese collections in the United States to gain
a clearer concept of our needs. I am pleased to observe that this suggestion, made last summer in
Beijing, has now borne fruit and that three representatives of the CNPITC head office are with us
today, and will be visiting some of our institutions during the next few weeks. (See the report of
this visit in CEAL Bulletin no. 84.)
(This report was made at the annual meeting of the CEAL Subcommittee on Chinese Materials on
March 25, 1988.)
(Richard C. Howard)

United Daily News Group
A Cultural Enterprise Serving Chinese All Over the World

It is a great honor for me, as one involved in the production of overseas Chinese-language
newspapers and other publications, to have this opportunity to report to you today on the
development of the United Daily News Group.
The World Journal was established on February 12, 1976. Supported by a very solid foundation
of rich human and material resources from the United Daily News Group in Taipei, during the past
twelve years we have grown into the largest, most influential overseas Chinese-language medium
in the world. The United Daily News Group, the foremost news enterprise in the Free China area,
has a number of important newspapers in Taiwan and around the world. In Taiwan there is the
United Daily News, the Economic Daily News, the sports- and entertainment-oriented Min Sheng
Pao daily, and our newest newspaper, inaugurated only in February this year, the United Evening
News. Other group newspapers include the World JournalJn North America, the Universal Daily
News in Thailand, and the Europe Journal. In addition to these seven major dailies, the United
Daily News Group also lists among its enterprises the China Economic News Service, the
Chinese-language edition of U.S. News and World Report, Historical monthly, Unitas literature
monthly, the China Tribune bimonthly, Economics magazine, and the Linking Publishing
Company, as well as the World Television Station in New York, and fifteen World Bookstores
distributed throughout major cities in North America. This group forms the biggest cultural enter
prise in the history of Chinese publishing.
The World Journal has set up its fifteen bookstores in the United States and Canada as a means of
strengthening services to its readers. The locations of these bookstores are two each in New York
City's Chinatown and Chicago and one each in New York State's Flushing, Long Island; Boston;
Philadelphia; Washington, D.C.; Atlanta; San Francisco's Chinatown; San Jose; Berkeley; Seattle;
Toronto; and Vancouver.
These stores offer Chinese-language books and periodicals, collections of literature, video
cassettes, music tapes, laser disks, educational materials, and handicraft items that are aimed at
young and old alike from all levels of society. All of the stores are open seven days a week to
serve our customers—even on holidays.
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We also maintain large distribution warehouses in New York and Los Angeles to keep these stores
supplied with the materials they need, as well as to serve a number of libraries and other Chinese
bookstores in the U.S. and Canada." These warehouses stock more than 14,800 tides from many
different sources; and they, like the fifteen bookstores, are served direcdy by the Linking
Publishing Company in Taipei. We might say that they arc the most direct point troops in the
promotion of Chinese culture overseas. Our objective is this: "To have the World Journal
wherever there are Chinese, and to have World Book Stores wherever there is the World Journal"
The principle under which we operate is to open a new bookstore to provide the most direct
services for our readers whenever and wherever there is a need.
Besides the operations mentioned above, we also have circulation offices in New York, Los
Angeles, and San Francisco to handle retail sales, circulation, and subscription services for the
more than twenty high-quality periodicals that we represent
The Linking Publishing Company was established in 1974 to promote the development of the book
business in Taiwan and overseas. The company has published more than 1,700 tides over the
fourteen years of its history, and is currendy putting out new books at the rate of one every two
and a half days to keep its customers supplied with top-class reading materials.
The aim of Linking Publishing is to "develop the realm of knowledge through mastery of Chinese
and Western cultures," and the scholarly works it publishes are highly regarded in academic
circles. Over the years the company has won eighteen Golden Tripod Outstanding Book Awards
from the Republic of China's Government Information Office—an honor unmatched by any other
publisher. It has also published, in cooperation with the Academia Sinica, the "Documentary Files
of the Ming and Ching Dynasties," which are valuable historical materials vital to scholarly
research. Linking Publishing has also produced a large number of other works that have won high
popularity—books on family life, health, children, sports, literature, art, and self-improvement
Linking Publishing also acts as agent for other companies in the marketing of all kinds of books
and periodicals among Chinese-language readers in Taiwan and throughout the world.
In addition to the direct services we offer our readers, we also sell our products to libraries at
special discount prices and deliver them direcdy, either by air or surface mail. We can say with
justification that it is even cheaper and more convenient to buy from us than to order direct from
Taiwan. This is an illuminating example of the indirect services we offer our friends and readers.
I would also like to mention that with strong promotional efforts by the government and other
sectors, Taiwan's book publishing industry has made great strides in recent years. According to
statistics from the Government Information Office, registered publishing companies exceeded
3,000 at the end of 1987. Besides all these publishing houses, the book market is heated up even
further by the entry into the publishing business by a number of large conglomerates and
enterprises.
Also, according to figures from book distributors in Taiwan, the number of new books published
in 1987 was more than double the number published the year before. The number of publishing
houses that produced more than 100 new works during the year was estimated at over 20. The
island's publishing industry as a whole turns out about 30 new titles a day. These books are
distributed to domestic readers through Taiwan's approximately 3,000 bookstores; and, through
the Linking Publishing Company and other channels, they are also marketed around the world.
Your coming to San Francisco and discussing the development of the Chinese-language
publications business here is a rare and most significant occasion. On the behalf of the World
Journal and all of my colleagues, I would like to welcome each of you to visit any of the three
World Book Stores in the Bay Area. I hope that the catalogues, brochures, and types of books that
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we stock, plus direct contacts with our readers, might be able to help promote a fruitful exchange
of experiences and ideas among us.
(From a speech given by the Manager of the World Journal Book Store in Los Angeles, CA at the
annual meeting of the Subcommittee on Chinese Materials in San Francisco, March 25, 1988:
Dean Li)
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